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NEW CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL 
Motion 

Resumed from 6 April on the following motion moved by Hon Amber-Jade Sanderson — 
That the Council calls on the government to engage in thorough analysis and planning regarding the 
potential demands on the new children’s hospital, noting that with the significant population growth in 
Western Australia it is incumbent on the government to review current plans and estimates with a view 
to increasing bed capacity in the new hospital. 

HON SAMANTHA ROWE (East Metropolitan) [1.10 pm]: It is some four weeks ago since I first started my 
contribution to this motion, and I just want to again say how pleased I am that Hon Amber-Jade Sanderson 
brought this motion to the chamber. It is really important that governments, whether they be local, state or 
federal, plan their large infrastructure projects or any other large-scale projects so that when they undertake to 
build things such as hospitals, the planning and analysis has been done to ensure that we get the very best 
hospital we can to service this state. It is important to get not only the very best hospital we can for this state, but 
also one that actually has the capacity to meet the demand of this state. It is therefore vitally important for 
governments to look at how they plan for this state and, within that, what their vision is for this state. The public 
of Western Australia look to their state government for a vision of what this state is going to look like in not only 
five or 10 years, but also 20 and 30 years. Are we going to have the vital services required to make sure this state 
is operating at its very best? That comes down to things like good public schools so that there is capacity for 
children to be able to access good quality public education in this state. It means having a coordinated public 
transport system that can lead this state into the future. Of course it also means having hospitals that have the 
capacity to be able to meet this state’s population growth. 
On this side of the chamber we absolutely support the new Perth Children’s Hospital. It is vital that we have 
a new children’s hospital. What we find disturbing and unsettling is the fact that the Barnett Liberal government 
has not had the foresight or the capacity to plan appropriately for this children’s hospital. Instead of planning for 
each election cycle, we need to see the government undertake a much longer term planning process, and that has 
not occurred. An adequate planning and analysis stage has not been undertaken for this project. We know that 
the hospital will be far too small by the time it is built, and it is not just us on this side of the chamber saying 
that; a number of medical and industry experts are also saying that. I am not sure why the government has 
decided to ignore those comments and the issues that have been raised, but I find it alarming. We know that 
some people have estimated that there will be capacity problems within the first year of the hospital opening. 
Perth has seen a huge growth in population over the recent boom years in Western Australia, but only an extra 
48 beds have been allocated above the existing 250 beds at Princess Margaret Hospital for Children to cater for 
double the population growth over the next 30 to 40 years. An extra 48 beds to accommodate what we think will 
be a doubling of the population over the next 30 to 40 years just does not add up. For whatever reason—I have 
my suspicions about what those reasons are—the government has decided to build a hospital that might meet 
capacity, if we are lucky, for only the next five years rather than the next 30 to 40 years. If the government is to 
build a large project such as a children’s hospital, one would expect that such a project would last us 30, 40 or 
more years. 
Back in 2014, the Australian Medical Association made known its concern that the state government’s decision 
not to add an additional two floors to the hospital would create major capacity issues. One has to ask why the 
Barnett government did not take the opportunity when it was constructing the hospital to make sure it had room 
for expansion. If it comes down purely to dollars and the cost, we have to ask what the government is spending 
its money on instead of investing in a children’s hospital. What could possibly be more important than making 
sure we have a children’s hospital that will meet the demands of WA? Is it because the government is spending it 
on vanity projects and pet projects? Is it because it has trashed the state’s finances, lost our AAA credit rating 
and run out of money? I do not understand, and I do not think the public are going to be sympathetic when they 
try to take their children to the new Perth Children’s Hospital and are turned away because there are not enough 
beds. 
Many members in this place have children or, in my case, two perfect nieces. If I had to take them — 
Hon Ken Travers interjected. 
Hon SAMANTHA ROWE: Well, they are perfect! I am only saying what is true! They are perfect. 
If I had to take them to hospital—touch wood I never have to do that—I certainly would not want to take them to 
the new Perth Children’s Hospital and have them turned away because there are not enough beds, simply 
because this government—for whatever reason, be it ignorance or arrogance—did not take into account what the 
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experts were saying during the planning stage about what was required to make sure the hospital would meet the 
needs of the state. 
According to the AMA, the Perth Children’s Hospital will be bursting at its seams halfway through its first year 
of operation. According to Department of Health data, Perth Children’s Hospital will run out of paediatric 
hospital beds within five years of opening. That is the AMA and Health Department data. The chair of the 
Child and Adolescent Health Service Governing Council has said that the data shows that the Perth Children’s 
Hospital will have kids in the corridor within four years of opening. I am not sure why that information was not 
taken into account at the planning stage; I assume it is because the government did not want to spend the extra 
money to make sure we had proper facilities from the outset, and that is because the government has decided to 
invest the money in its pet projects and it has squandered what we now know was the boom. It is about having 
the right priorities. What is more important to this state: making sure that we have enough schools and enough 
hospitals to meet demand, or the pet projects that this government has chosen? 
Hon Michael Mischin: I thought we were building schools as well. But nothing is more important than adding 
extra beds in a hospital, is it, so schools take a lower priority?  
Hon SAMANTHA ROWE: Does the Attorney General think that making sure we have enough beds for 
children is not important? 
Hon Michael Mischin: The expert advice that the government received suggested that the hospital is at the 
appropriate capacity. 
Hon SAMANTHA ROWE: Are these not expert opinions that I have just described? 
Hon Michael Mischin interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order, members! I have let the conversation run for a while because sometimes good 
interjections in a debate can help, but not if it becomes a continual conversation across the chamber. 
Hon Samantha Rowe has the call. 

Hon SAMANTHA ROWE: I am happy for the Attorney General to add his two bob’s worth to this 
contribution. I have already stated what experts have said about and around this issue. They have made it 
abundantly clear that the capacity of Perth Children’s Hospital will not meet demand. I am not sure why the 
government continues to ignore that, but that is up to the government. 

Hon Michael Mischin: Interest groups are not necessarily experts. 

Hon SAMANTHA ROWE: The Attorney General is entitled to that opinion. If he does not think that they are 
experts, that is his opinion. Back in 2013, the government was well aware that not adding two extra floors would 
be an issue, but it decided to ignore it. It obviously felt the pressure to alleviate some of the concerns that had 
been raised, so it added an extra 24 beds. We have heard from the Australian Medical Association and the now 
president Michael Gannon that that was a short-term plan that would not fix the problems that the association felt 
the children’s hospital would face into the future. I am not sure why the government has taken a short-sighted 
view towards this hospital. I would have thought that with proper planning and analysis it would not be that 
difficult to make sure that we were building a hospital that would meet the demands of this state for the next 30, 
40 and 100 years. According to Dr Gannon, extra capacity will be required within five years of it opening. He 
also expressed doubt about the space where the extra 24 beds would go. He said that the only real solution to 
stop overcapacity in Perth Children’s Hospital was to add an extra 100 beds. He believes that the state 
government’s decision not to address the overcapacity is one of the worst decisions in the history of 
Western Australia’s health system. The government has spent around $1.2 billion on a hospital that will have 
reached its capacity in five years, rather than spending the extra money required to make sure it will meet the 
demands of this state in 40 years. The state government has yet again failed to plan for the growth of this state. It 
has been very short-sighted in its approach and it has shown a lack of vision and certainly a lack of planning for 
this state. What this government has done to this state’s finances is atrocious. Liberal governments always claim 
to be the best economic managers, which is just not true, as we have seen. It has done an atrocious and appalling 
job of looking after this state’s finances. We now have projects such as Perth Children’s Hospital that will not 
meet the demands of this state. 

Hon Alyssa Hayden: In your opinion. 

Hon SAMANTHA ROWE: Absolutely. I am on my feet making a contribution because that is my opinion. It is 
my opinion that because this government has not been able to manage the state’s finances and has set the wrong 
priorities for this state, we now have a hospital that will not work for us. 

Hon Michael Mischin: You would not have built it at all because you would have saved up all the money before 
you started building it. 
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Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order, members! 

Hon SAMANTHA ROWE: Does the Attorney General not think that that is short-sighted? 

Hon Michael Mischin: What, building a hospital? 

Hon SAMANTHA ROWE: To not have the extra two levels. 

The PRESIDENT: Order, members! Let us get back to the motion. Let us not make it a question-and-answer 
session. 

Hon SAMANTHA ROWE: Back in 2013, when the government realised it would have an issue with capacity, 
it probably should have considered delaying some of its other pet projects to make sure that at least 
Perth Children’s Hospital would be built to the standard expected by Western Australians. According to the 
WA Department of Health’s metropolitan health service annual report, the number of children likely to be 
admitted to Perth Children’s Hospital will increase by more than 25 per cent within five years of it opening. That 
is a significant number. If we take into account population growth, there will be a strong demand on health 
services and an even stronger demand on services for children under the age of nine. We have heard from people 
who we believe to be experts in this field. Senior doctors, senior nurses and heads of department at 
Princess Margaret Hospital for Children have all signed a petition calling for the children’s hospital to be 
expanded. One would think that senior doctors and nurses would have a pretty good understanding of what is 
required in a hospital because they live and breathe it and work there every day. 

Hon Helen Morton: What are they experts in? 

Hon SAMANTHA ROWE: In their field. 

Hon Helen Morton interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order, members! Hon Samantha Rowe is getting some noisy background contributions. 
Perhaps she can direct her comments through me. I promise not to interject. 

Hon SAMANTHA ROWE: Thank you, Mr President. That is good advice.  

Senior doctors and nurses who work in a hospital have a pretty clear and good understanding of what is required 
to make sure a hospital runs the way it is meant to. It is ignorant and silly to ignore what they have to say. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! That is the line that I keep referring to. If contributions and interjections go to 
a certain point beyond the issue of the matter and into personal reflections on other members, that is the line 
I draw. 

Hon SAMANTHA ROWE: The staff at PMH believe that plans drastically diminish the number of acute 
medical and surgical beds, and relegate services for children who might not need specialists but who are sick 
enough to need care at a tertiary hospital. 

Back in 2013, an article in The West Australian titled “New storey for hospital ’better now” stated — 

A respected Perth paediatrician has attacked the State Government’s decision not to add an extra storey 
to the new children’s hospital, saying claims it can be expanded later are unrealistic. 

Dr Jackie Scurlock, who worked at Princess Margaret Hospital for 34 years before retiring from 
full-time work in 2009, said the promise of future floors had been made during an expansion of the 
current children’s hospital but when it ran out of space a pre-fabricated building was used instead. 

She said it was short-sighted of the Government not to plan ahead while the new hospital was still 
a construction site. 

“They say they can add later if needed, but they will never get around to it if they don’t do it now 
because once it’s a working hospital it will be too hard,” she said. 

Dr Scurlock rejected the argument suburban hospitals could take more patients, arguing paediatrics was 
a specialised area, with limited skilled staff who could not be easily shared around the metropolitan 
area. “Looking into the future, as services for children become more specialised you will need the room 
to accommodate them and that means space and beds,” she said. 

I think it is concerning and alarming that back in August 2013 the government decided not to act but simply said 
that it would add an extra 24 beds into the existing model, hoping that that would be enough beds. 
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WA Labor’s stance on this issue is that we have always supported the expansion of Perth Children’s Hospital. 
The Leader of the Opposition, Mark McGowan, proposed that the Barnett government use royalties for regions 
funds to fund new storeys on the hospital. If the government does not have enough money to accommodate the 
extra storeys on the hospital that are quite clearly required to meet the state’s capacity, the government needs to 
look at other options for funding this project. However, for whatever reason, the government has decided not to 
fund more storeys—the hospital is not ready yet—so we are going to have a hospital that will not be able to meet 
demand in this state. I think that is a very sad outcome for Western Australia that shows a lack of understanding 
of what is important for Western Australians and a lack of planning and analysis that was undertaken, or in some 
cases not undertaken, by this government. I think there will be a lot of disappointed people when this hospital is 
up and running and they take their children to the hospital and are turned away because there are not enough 
beds. I think that is a sad situation to be in. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order, members! Other members have an opportunity to contribute—perhaps minimal—at 
some stage to these debates. 

Hon SAMANTHA ROWE: It is a sad situation that we will have a brand-new Perth Children’s Hospital that is 
not going to meet the demand in Western Australia. I think that is a sad thing. 

Division 

Question put and a division taken with the following result — 
Ayes (11) 

Hon Robin Chapple Hon Sue Ellery Hon Martin Pritchard Hon Ken Travers 
Hon Alanna Clohesy Hon Adele Farina Hon Amber-Jade Sanderson Hon Samantha Rowe (Teller) 
Hon Stephen Dawson Hon Lynn MacLaren Hon Sally Talbot  
 

Noes (20) 

Hon Martin Aldridge Hon Peter Collier Hon Alyssa Hayden Hon Robyn McSweeney 
Hon Ken Baston Hon Brian Ellis Hon Col Holt Hon Michael Mischin 
Hon Jacqui Boydell Hon Donna Faragher Hon Peter Katsambanis Hon Helen Morton 
Hon Paul Brown Hon Nick Goiran Hon Mark Lewis Hon Simon O’Brien 
Hon Jim Chown Hon Nigel Hallett Hon Rick Mazza Hon Phil Edman (Teller) 

 

            

Pairs 

 Hon Kate Doust Hon Liz Behjat 
 Hon Darren West Hon Dave Grills 

Question thus negatived. 
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